Early   Tears
1875-1888
MOHANDAS passed his childhood in Porbandar and there he attended
an elementary school. He was a mediocre student but punctual. It
was with some difficulty that he got through the multiplication tables.
As a boy, he was very kind, playful and obstinate.
He was about seven years old when his father had to leave Porban-
dar service and move with his family to Rajkot, where he soon
became dewan. There Mohandas was put into a primary school.
Soon after, he was betrothed to Kasturbai, without having been
informed about it. Her father, a Porbandar merchant named
Gokuldas Makanji, and Karamchand Gandhi were great friends.
Kasturbai and Mohandas were of about the same age. She was never
at any school.
When Mohandas was eight years old, a durbar was held at Delhi
on January i, 1877 and Lord Lytton proclaimed to the princes and
the people of India that Queen Victoria had assumed the title of
Empress of India. On behalf of the Empress the Viceroy declared:
"You the natives of India, whatever your race and whatever your
creed, have a recognized claim to share largely with your English
fellow subjects according to your capacity for the task, in the admin-
istration of the country you inhabit."
Rajkot which had been growing in importance since it was chosen
to be the headquarters of the Political Agency of India Government
was one of the few towns in Kathiawad in those days to possess a
high school, a fact which made it possible for young Mohandas to
receive a better education than might otherwise have been his lot.
Mohandas entered the Alfred High School at Rajkot when he was
twelve. He attended school in dhoti, long coat and a skull cap, which
was soon replaced by a Kathiawadi turban. At the age of thirteen,
he was married to Kasturbai. It did not mean to him anything more
than the prospect of good clothes to wear, drum beating, marriage